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ABSTRACT: This document analyzes the potential environmental consequences of alternatives for the long-term
storage (up to 50 years), including storage until disposition, and disposition of weapons-usable fissile materials
from U.S. nuclear weapon dismantlements under the responsibility of the DOE. Long-term storage of
nonsurplus inventories of weapons-usable plutonium (Pu) and highly enriched uranium (HEU) are required for
national defense purposes, while the disposition of surplus weapons-usable Pu is necessary in order to
implement our national nonproliferation policy. In addition to the No Action Alternative, this PEIS assesses
three storage alternatives (that is, upgrade at multiple sites, consolidation of Pu, and collocation of Pu and HEU)
at six DOE candidate sites located across the country. These sites are Hanford Site, Nevada Test Site, Idaho
National Engineering Laboratory, Pantex Plant, Oak Ridge Reservation, and Savannah River Site. Although
they are not candidate sites for storage, Rocky Flats Environmental Technology Site (RFETS) and Los Alamos
National Laboratory are assessed for the No Action Alternative. For the disposition of surplus Pu, three
alternative categories (that is, deep borehole, immobilization, and reactor) with nine primary alternatives are
assessed at several DOE and representative sites for analysis purposes. Evaluations of impacts on site
infrastructure, water resources, air quality and noise, socioeconomics, waste management, public and
occupational health and safety, and environmental justice are included in the assessment. The intersite
transportation of nuclear and hazardous materials is also assessed. DOE’s Preferred Alternative is identified in
this Final PEIS. The Preferred Alternative for storage is a combination of No Action and Upgrade Alternatives
for the various DOE sites, and phaseout of Pu storage at RFETS. The Preferred Alternative for disposition of
surplus Pu is to pursue a disposition strategy involving a combination of immobilization and reactor
alternatives, including vitrification, ceramic immobilization, and existing reactors.

PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT: The DOE issued a Draft PEIS on March 8, 1996, and held a formal public comment
period on the Draft through June 7, 1996. In preparing the Final PEIS, DOE considered comments received via
mail, fax, electronic bulletin board (Internet), and transcripts of messages recorded by telephone. In addition,
comments and concerns were recorded by notetakers during interactive public meetings held during March and
April 1996 in Denver, CO, Las Vegas, NV, Oak Ridge, TN, Richland, WA, Idaho Falls, ID, Washington, DC,
Amarillo, TX, and North Augusta, SC. Comments received and DOE’s responses to those comments are found
in Volume IV of the Final PEIS.



